
From Sacred to Senseless 
THE MANY, MANY MEANINGS OF MINHAG  IN HALAKHAH – PART II 

 
 

I .  MINHAGEI MAḤLOKET 

 ׳א דומע ב״ל ףד תוחנמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת .1
	אבי	םא	:בר	רמא	אנהכ	בר	רמא	הבר	רמאד
	ןיא	.ול	ןיעמוש	,לענמב	ןיצלוח	רמאיו	והילא
	וגהנ	רבכש	–	ול	ןיעמוש	ןיא	,לדנסב	ןיצלוח
	.לדנסב	םעה

 1. Menaḥot 32a 
As Rabba says that Rav Kahana says that Rav says: If Elijah comes and 
says that one performs ḥalitza with a shoe, the Sages listen to him. 
But if he says that one may not perform ḥalitza with a sandal, they do 
not listen to him, as the people are already accustomed to performing 
ḥalitza with a sandal. 

 ׳ק ןמיס ׳ד קלח רזעה ןבא השמ תורגא ת"וש .2
	...	הארוה	ינידמ	אוה	ןידב	תקולחמד	גהנמ
	יאשר	,תיזגה	תכשלב	הכלה	הקספנש	םדוקד
	ותוא	םילאושהו	,ותעדכ	תורוהל	םכח	לכ
	ןיב	אלוקל	ןיב	–	ותומכ	תושעל	ןיכירצ
	וידימלת	ויה	םוקמה	ינב	לכש	ןויכמו	.ארמוחל
	םוקמה	ינב	לכל	ןידה	אליממ	השענ	וילאושו
	ןמז	לכ	הרוהש	יפכ	ןידה	םירחא	תורודל	ףא
	.ןינמבו	המכחב	ונממ	לודגה	םכח	םש	םק	אלש

 2. Responsa Iggerot Moshe, E.H. Vol. IV §100 
A custom based on a halakhic disagreement is rooted in the laws of 
instruction … before halakhah was decided in the Lishkat ha-Gazit, 
every wise person was able to instruct according to their knowledge, 
and those who asked them were required to abide by their decision 
– whether it resulted in a leniency or stringency. And since all the 
people of a place were his students and asked him what the law was, 
it applied to future generations until a wiser person would emerge. 

 ו״צת ןמיס םייח חרוא שדח ירפ .3
	בר	םהל	שי	אלשכ	רבדה	ןוכנ	תמא	הנהו
	לוכי	,קהבומ	םכח	םהל	שי	םא	לבא	,םהילע
	אלא	ןכ	וגהנ	אל	םה	ירהש	רבדב	אלוק	תורוהל
	,ךכ	ןידהש	ןירובסכ	רוסאל	קסופ	ותוא	יפ	לע
	ותוא	ירבד	רותסל	תויאר	ול	שי	ברהש	ןויכו
	רשא	טפושה	רחא	אלא	ךליל	ןיבייח	ןניא	,קסופ
	.ועסי	ויפ	לעו	ונחי	ויפ	לעו	,םהה	םימיב	היהי

 3. Pri Ḥadash, O.Ḥ. §496 
And all this seems correct when they do not have a rabbi, but if they 
have a specific Sage, he can teach them a leniency regarding some-
thing that they are not accustomed to doing because a certain posek 
believed it to not be permitted, and since the rabbi can bring proofs 
to contradict that decision, they are no longer obligated to follow the 
former rabbi, ‘upon his words shall the break camp and upon his 
words shall they make camp.’ 

 ׳א דומע ה״ק ףד ןילוח תכסמ ילבב דומלת .4
	רב	אלח	אתלמ	אהל	אנא	,אבקוע	רמ	רמא
	ליכא	הוה	יכ	,אבא	וליאד	.אבא	יבגל	ארמח
	רחמל	דע	הניבג	לכא	הוה	אל	,אנדיאה	ארשב
	אוה	אתדועס	אהב	,אנא	וליאו	.אתשה	דע
	.אנליכא	,אתירחא	אתדועסל	–	אנליכא	אלד

 4. Ḥullin 105a 
Mar Ukva said: with regard to this matter, I am like vinegar, son of 
wine, with respect to my father. As my father, if he were to eat meat 
at this time, would not eat cheese until tomorrow at this time. But as 
for me, only at this meal [during which I ate meat] do I not eat 
cheese; at a different meal on the same day, I will eat cheese. 

  



I I .  MINHAGIM THAT CREATE A PRACTICE 

 ׳ב דומע ׳ד ףד הציב תכסמ ילבב דומלת .5
	אמָעְטַ	יאמַ	,אחָרְיַדְ	אעָיבִקְבִּ	ןנַיעִדְיָדְּ	אתָּשְׁהַוְ
	וּרהֲזָּהִ	:םתָּמִ	וּחלַשְׁדִּ	םוּשּׁמִ	?ימֵוֹי	ירֵתְּ	ןנַידִבְעָ
	תוּכלְמַּהַ	וּרזְגָדְּ	ןינִמְזִ	,םכֶידֵיבִּ	םכֶיתֵוֹבאֲ	גהַנְמִבְּ
	.ילֵוּקלְקַּאִלְ	יתֵאָוְ	הרָזֵגְּ

 5. Beitzah 4b 
And now that we know the determination of the month, what is the 
reason that we observe two Festival days in the Diaspora? Because 
they sent a warning from [Eretz Yisrael]: be careful to observe the 
custom of your fathers that you received, because at times the mon-
archy will issue decrees of persecution and it will come to be dis-
rupted again. 

 ׳ב דומע ח״כ ףד תינעת תכסמ ילבב דומלת .6
	שׁירֵבְּ	אלָילֵּהַ	וּרקָ	אקָדְּ	וּהנְזָחֲ	,לבֶבָלְ	עלַקְּיאִ	ברַ
	אקָדְּ	אזָחֲדַּ	ןוָיכֵּ	–	וּהנְיקִוֹספְאַלְ	רבַסְ	.אחָרְיַ
	םהֶיתֵוֹבאֲ	גהַנְמִ	הּנַּימִ	עמַשְׁ	:רמַאֲ	,יגֵוֹלּדַּ	יגִלְּדַמְ
	.םהֶידֵיבִּ

 6. Taʿanit 28b 
Rav happened to come to Babylonia, where he saw that they were 
reciting Hallel on a New Moon. He thought to stop them – once he 
saw that they were omitting portions, he said: learn from this that 
they are maintaining the custom of their forefathers. 

 ׳א דומע ד״מ ףד הכוס תכסמ ילבב דומלת .7
	:רמַאָ	דחַ	.יוִלֵ	ןבֶּ	עַשֻׁוֹהיְ	יבִּרַוְ	ןנָחָוֹי	יבִּרַ	:רמַתְּאִ
	גהַנְמִ	הבָרָעֲ	:רמַאָ	דחַוְ	.םיאִיבִנְ	דוֹסיְ	הבָרָעֲ
	.םיאִיבִנְ

 7. Sukkah 44a 
It was stated: There was a dispute between R. Yoḥanan and R. Ye-
hoshua b. Levi. One said that the taking of the aravah is an ordinance 
of the prophets. And one said that it was a custom practiced by the 
prophets. 

 ז״ט הכלה א״י קרפ תוכרב תוכלה ם"במר .8
	םיאִיבִנְ	גהַנְמִּשֶׁ	יפִּ	לעַ	ףאַ	,גהָנְמִ	אוּהשֶׁ	רבָדָּ	לכָּ
	ןיאֵוְ	–	גחַ	לשֶׁ	יעִיבִשְׁבִּ	הבָרָעֲ	תלַיטִנְ	ןוֹגכְּ –	אוּה
	ללֵּהַ	תאַירִקְ	ןוֹגכְּ	,םימִכָחֲ	גהַנְמִ	רמַוֹל	ךְירִצָ
	ןיאֵ	,חסַפֶּ	לשֶׁ	דעֵוֹמ	לשֶׁ	וֹלּחֻבְוּ	םישִׁדָחֳ	ישֵׁארָבְּ
	.וילָעָ	ןיכִרְבָמְ

 8. Rambam, Laws of Berakhot 11:16 
Anything that is a custom, even if it is a custom established by the 
prophets – such as the taking of the aravah on the seventh day of 
Sukkot – and needless to say a custom established by the Sages, such 
as saying Hallel on Rosh Ḥodesh and Ḥol ha-Moʿed of Pesaḥ, one does 
not make a berakhah. 

 ןילובגב ןאכ שדקמב ןאכ ה"ד ב״ע ב״מ הכוס תופסות .9
	הנקת	יאד	,הנימ	אקפנד	סרטנוקב	שוריפו	...
	שיו	...	.איעב	אל	,אגהנמ	יאו	;הכרב	איעב	,איה
	,ח״רד	ללהא	ןניכרבמ	אלד	ךכ	ךותמ	ןיקדקדמ
	ןיאד	רמוא	ת״רו	...	.אמלעב	גהנמ	אלא	וניאש
	אלא	הניא	הברעד	–	ללהל	הברעמ	היאר
	,אגהנמ	אלא	איה	אתנקת	ואלד	ןויכו	,לוטלט
	תאירק	לבא	.הכרב	הל	עבקימל	אבישח	אל
	.הרותב	ארוקמ	ערג	אל	ללהה

 9. Tosafot, Sukkah 44b s.v. kan be-mikdash kan bi-gevulin 
… And Rashi explains the practical difference, for if it were instituted 
it would need a berakhah, but if it were a custom it would not. … And 
there are those who infer from this discussion that we do not make a 
berakhah on Hallel on Rosh Ḥodesh, for it is only a custom. … But 
Rabbenu Tam said that there is no proof from aravah to Hallel – for 
aravah is merely moving it, and since it was not instituted and is only 
a custom, the action is not significant enough to warrant a berakhah. 
Hallel however, is an action that is no weaker than reading from the 
Torah. 



 ׳א דומע ג״כ ףד תבש תכסמ ילבב דומלת .10
	ויתָוֹצְמִבְּ	וּנשָׁדְּקִ	רשֶׁאֲ״	:ךְרֵבָמְ	?ךְרֵבָמְ	יאמַ
	ברַ	?וּנוָּצִ	ןכָיהֵוְ	.״הכָּוּנחֲ	לשֶׁ	רנֵ	קילִדְהַלְ	וּנוָּצִוְ
	:רמַאָ	היָמְחֶנְ	ברַ	.״רוּסתָ	אֹלּ״מִ	:רמַאָ	איָוְאַ
	.״ךְלָ	וּרמְאֹיוְ	ךָינֶקֵזְ	ךָדְגֵּיַוְ	ךָיבִאָ	לאַשְׁ״

 10. Shabbat 23a 
And what blessing does one recite [on Ḥanukkah candles]? He re-
cites: “Who has made us holy through His commandments and has 
commanded us to light the Ḥanukkah light.” And where did He com-
mand us? R. Avaya said, from “You shall not turn aside.” R. Neḥemiah 
said, “Ask your father, and he will tell you, your Elders, and they will 
tell you.” 

 ג ,זס הלאש קמעה .11
	םושמ	ןנברד	רקיעב	ןיכרבמד	,הימחנ	ברל
	גהנמ	לע	ימנ	אכה	–	״ךל	ורמאיו	ךינקז״	תוצמ
	גהנמ	ונייה	–	״ךדגיו	ךיבא	לאש״מ	ןל	אקפנד
	.ויתובא

 11. Ha-Emek Sheʾelah §67, 3 
For R. Neḥemiah, that we make a berakhah on a rabbinic law is be-
cause of the mitzvah “your Elders, and they will tell you” – here too 
emerges that idea for customs from “ask you father and he will tell 
you” – these are your ancestors’ customs. 

 א״צק ןמיס העד הרוי רפוס םתח ת"וש .12
	בשב	אגהנמ	יאדוד	וז	השק	בושיב	ד״עלנהו
	תכלל	אלש	ןוגכ	–	המ	רבד	רוסאל	השעת	לאו
	הכאלמ	תושעל	אלשו	,ש״עב	ןדיצל	רוצמ
	םקו	הז	לע	רבועה	–	ינש	ט״יבו		,חספ	ברעב
	לע	רבוע	הז	ירה	,אגהנמב	רסאנש	המ	השעו
	...	״.ךמא	תרות	שוטת	לא״	הלבק	ירבדד	ואל
	ןידנמ	הכאלמ	וב	השועהש	,ינש	ט״י	ימנ	ןכו
	,ןכ	םא	.הלעמל	רכזנהא	רבועש	םושמ	ותוא
	ןישעה	לכב	םג	רומג	ןידמ	בייחמ	אליממ
	,רורמו	הצמ	לוכאלו	,רנ	קילדהל	–	וב	ןיולתה
	״הזה	ינולפ	גח״	תא	רמול	םגו	״,ונויצו״	ךיישו
	.אנידמ	וב	םיבייוחמ	ויגיהנמש	ןויכ	–

 12. Responsa. Ḥatam Sofer, Y.D. 191 
And in my humble opinion, the answer to this question is that it is 
certain that a custom is one of “stay and do not act” to prohibit some-
thing – such as not walking from Tzur or Sidon on Friday, or not doing 
melakhah on Erev Pesaḥ, or observing the second day of Yom Tov – 
one who violates these and arises and acts regarding that which is 
prohibited by custom is thus violating a prohibition of tradition, “do 
not forsake the teaching of your mother.” … Similarly, regarding the 
second day of Yom Tov, we excommunicate one who performs 
melakhah for they have violated what we discussed above. Thus, they 
are clearly obligated in all the that is required for the day – to light 
candles, to eat matzah and maror, saying “and commanded us,” and 
to say “this festival day of x” – for the customs obligate a person as 
law.  

I I I .  MINHAGIM THAT DEFINE A PRACTICE  

 ׳א דומע ג״ל ףד תוכרב תכסמ ילבב דומלת .13
	ידִכְּמִ	:ןנָחָוֹי	יבִּרַלְ	אבָּאַ	רבַּ	ןמֶשֶׁ	ברַ	הּילֵ	רמַאֲ
	לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ	םהֶלָ	וּנקְּתִּ	הלָוֹדגְּהַ	תסֶנֶכְּ	ישֵׁנְאַ
	ןכָיהֵ	יזֵחְנֶ	.תוֹלדָּבְהַוְ	תוֹשּׁוּדקְ	,תוֹלּפִתְוּ	תוֹכרָבְּ
	ןוּקּתַּ

 13. Berakhot 33a 
R. Shemen bar Abba said to R. Yoḥanan: Now, since the members of 
the Great Assembly instituted for the Jewish people berakhot, pray-
ers, sanctifications, and havdalot, let us see where they instituted [the 
saying of Havdalah]. 

 ׳ב דומע ט״כ ףד הליגמ תכסמ ילבב דומלת .14
	ימֵרְתְמִדְּ	וּנייְהַ	״אשָּׂתִ	יכִּ״	רמַאָדְּ	ןאמַלְ	אמָלָשְׁבִּ
	תאֶ	...	וצַ״	רמַאָדְּ	ןאמַלְ	אלָּאֶ	.אנָמְיזִ	אוּההָבְּ
	ינֵבְלִ	–	ןיאִ	?אנָמְיזִ	אוּההָבְּ	ימֵרְתְמִ	ימִ	,״ינִבָּרְקׇ
	.ןינִשְׁ	תלָתְבִּ	אתָייְרָוֹאדְלִ	יקִסְּמַדְּ	אבָרְעְמַ

 14. Megillah 29b 
Granted, according to the one who says that Ki Tissa is read, it is pos-
sible that it happens at that time. But the one who says it should be 
Tzav … et korbani, how can it happen at that time? It can: for the peo-
ple of the West [i.e., Israel] who complete a triennial Torah cycle. 

 


